THE    LAST   DAYS    OF    MADRID

and so for and against the monarchy as an effective
power.

To get a rough idea of the course of events which took
my country into the struggle which has broken it up, it
would be best to make a short summary of the parlia-
mentary events of the years 1935 and 1936, also the
ministerial crises which were so frequent and difficult to
solve.

As commander of the President's escort, I lived through
these things very intensely.

The incompatibility of the Right Wing members with
the Left in Parliament had appeared very plainly and it
had become impossible for them to work together.
Parliament was completely sterile, could produce nothing
that was any good.

In the month of September 1935, the fall of the Coalition
Government (a widening in the base of the Republic, or
more precisely, a crack in the base of the Republic), put
the ex-Minister of the Crown, Sefior Chapaprieta, into
power. His Government died without glory, a natural
death, in the first fortnight of the month of December.
After difficult child-birth the Portela-Valladares Govern-
ment was born with the definite mission of dissolving
Parliament. The members of this Government were not
actually representative of the parties so much as of the
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